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GREEK SUITE FOR VIOLONCELLO AND PIANO

on nine Greek Folk Songs and Dances

 ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΣΟΥΙΤΑ ΓΙΑ ΒΙΟΛΟΝΤΣΕΛΟ ΚΑΙ ΠΙΑΝΟ 

πάνω σε 9 παραδ. τραγούδια και χορούς

duration: ca 14:35

The basic material used in this piece comprises of Greek folk-songs, freely arranged and combined 

to form an entity, attempting to retain their original sound characteristics and directness of expression, 

and avoiding an overloading of "foreign" elements – a sincere effort to present Greek music 

in a Classical sound context. The suite exists in three, each individually composed, versions: 

1. For String Orchestra, 2. for Piano solo, and 3. Duo for Violoncello and Piano
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  A: A "Kleftiko" (κλέφτικο) song of the freedom fighters who were hiding in the mountains of 

       mainland Greece during the 400-year (some places 500-year) long Turkish Occupation 

       of the country, describing the hardships of their life.

  B: Song from Ipiros (Ήπειρος), (NW Greece), on the sorrows of being away from the mother-land: 

       Yiannis has been away in foreign countries for so long and cried so much, that his handkerchief 

       which he has tried to wash in the river, has coloured five rivers and still has not become clean...

  C: A Wedding Song from the island of Skyros (Σκύρος), sung also on other Aegan Sea islands. 

  D: Song from Macedonia (Μακεδονία), (N Greece), on life's hardships.

  E: "Zonaradikos" (Ζωναράδικος), a dance from Thrace (Θράκη), (NE Greece). A semi-circle dance 

        during which the dancers hold each other's richly embelished belts. 

  F: A Lullaby from the island of Thasos (Θάσος), (N Greece). 

  G: A Song from the Aegean Sea islands, begging the Sea to spare the lives of the loved ones working there ... 

  H: "Tsamikos" (Τσάμικος), Song and Dance from Thessaly (Θεσσαλία), (Central Greece), describing the 

        life of a slave-woman durung the Turkish Occupation..

  I: "Pentozali" (Πεντοζάλη), A characteristic vigorous and  improvisatory dance from the island of Crete.
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