
The Sound of the Northern Lights

We are in a church. 800 children/young people are crouched on the floor 
below the church pews. Inside the church a wind and percussion ensemble 

fill the space. While the audience is outside, the piece starts with a Carillon solo.
The audience moves slowly (coming in the main doors and 

exiting by the altar). This movement may be repeated for new audiences. 
If so, the whole piece will be repeated 
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ORCHESTRATION:
        1 Piccolo
        1 Flute 
        1 Oboe
        1 Clarinet in Eb 
        4 Clarinets in Bb
        1 Bass Clarinet
        1 Soprano Saxophone
        1 Alto Saxophone
        1 Tenor Saxophone 
        1 Bassoon 

        3 Trumpets in Bb (Cornets)
        2 Horns in F
        3rd hornist playing the traditional Norwegian instrument "Lur"
        3 Trombones (3rd Bass Trbn)
        1 Baritone
        2 Tubas

        3 Percussion players

        Carillon

        Church Organ

LIST OF PERCUSSION:

Percussion 1:
Glockenspiel, 2 Wood Blocks, Snare Drum

Percussion 2:
Vibraphone, Wood Block, Snare Drum, Aux. (jungle sound, e.g. Wood Frog)

Percussion 3:
Tubular bells, Wood Block, Snare Drum, Sustain Cymbal

Extra for Oboe, Bassoon and Tubas:
One Wood Block for each player

ABOUT THE SCORE:
The score is transposed. Accidentals apply through the whole bar within the same octave 
Trills are chromatic, and  tremoloes are unmeasured if  not marked
Duration: c. 20 min.

Royalties protected by TONO, P.b. 9171, Grønland, N-0134 OSLO, tono@tono.no 
Score and parts at National Library of  Norway,  P.Box 2674 Solli, N-0203 OSLO, musikk@nb.no

The original text from Kenneth is a touching story about the Northern Lights. The story gets a function as a frame for the musical work. Please have a look at the score
to get to know how the story was adapted into a musical language.

THE STORY OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
   Before the world came to be, there was just darkness. Then little points of  light appeared, here and there. There was silence, not a sound anywhere. And then, the first thing that happened was that it began to rain: 
Pit-ter, pat-ter
drip and drop
Pit-ter, pat-ter
drip and drop
   The falling raindrops made a song; it was the first music in the world. And it meant there was no longer silence: there was sound – for the first time there was sound. The raindrops fell: they became little streams, 
   and the streams became rivers, and the rivers became full and strong. And everything came to life. The birds began to sing and the trees grew and spread their branches. The forests were alive with insects and the sound 
   of  their humming. And all of  it came from the rain. Everything grew from the rain. And the first rainbow stretched across the sky in a promise. The sun came out and shone. There was light everywhere and it was beautiful. 
   And into the new world came horses, horses with red backs and brown manes and white hooves. They ran into the fields and they rolled in the sun. They snorted and played and galloped. They were happy in the sunlight. 
   But then the leaves started to change. They turned gold and orange and dark red; they bean to flutter from the trees. The summer was over and the autumn had begun. The wind came and the leaves blew through the sky, 
   and there was just the beginning of  cold. The horses stopped playing and gathered together in the fields. They did not gallop any longer. They waited for something, watching the skies. And the horses became sick. 
   They lay down in the long grass and stretched out, tired and sick. And one by one the beautiful horses died. One by one they died. And on the day they died the first snow began falling. 
Listen to silence
there’s no single sound
moonshine and starlight
through all of  the night
    The snowflakes began to fall. Just one at a time at first: small and thin. But then more and more, faster and thicker, until the whole sky was full of  snow, and the trees were covered, and even the rivers. And the fields where 
    the magical horses had played were covered, and even the beautiful horses themselves. They turned white and were gone at last. 
The world is asleep
and the winter is here;
the snow lies so deep
and the skies they are clear

   The silence that came now was huge. All the birds and animals were asleep and the trees stood frozen and still. Even the snow had stopped falling and the wind had died. Then something wonderful happened. Colours began
   to grown  in the sky. They were like dancing. Blue, green, red and silver – they danced high and then fell again. The ghosts of  the beautiful horses. They danced in the skies and were alive again. And every winter in the far 
   north of  the world,  the northern lights play in the sky in their fires of  blue, green, red and silver. 

Kenneth Steven

More info: www.knutvaage.com
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Piccolo

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Eb

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Clarinet in Bb 3

Clarinet in Bb 4

Bass Clarinet

Soprano Sax

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax

Bassoon

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Trumpet in Bb 3

Horn in F 1

Horn in F 2

Lur 3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Baritone

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

Glockenspiel

Vibraphone

Tubular Bells

Soprano

Alto

Carillon

Organ
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Introduction

We are in a church. 800 children/young people are crouched on the floor 
below the church pews. Inside the church a wind and percussion ensemble 
fill the space. The audience moves slowly (coming in the main doors and 
exiting by the altar). This movement may be repeated for new audiences. 
If so, the whole piece will be repeated (up to three times)

A
1

Male voices: sing upper voice only (sounding 8vb)

Moderato  {q = c 96} 

Moderato  {q = c 96} 

Played by 3. hornist
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3 3 3

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

3 3 3

œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

3 3 3

œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ

3

œ œb œ œ œb œ œ œ

3

˙ œ œ œ œ#
3

˙n œ œ.

˙b œ œ.

œ Jœ# . œ. œ. œ. œ
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œ jœ# . œ. œ. œ. œ
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?
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œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3 3

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3 3

œ# œ
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∑

œ œ œb œb œ œb œ# œn œ# œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ

3 3 3

∑

∑

œ œ œb œb œ œb œ# œn œ# œ œ œ
&

œ# œ œ

F

F

F

F
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œ œ œb œb œ œb œ œ∫ œ œb œn œn

œ œ œb œb œ œb œ œ∫ œ œb œn œn

œ œ œb œb œ œb œ œ∫ œ œb œn œn
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.˙

œ œb œ .
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œ œ œ

3

œb œb œ .
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œ œ œ
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∑
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œ œ œb œb œ œb œ# œn œ# œ œ œ
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F

F

F

F

F

F

œ œ œ œb œ œ œ# œ#
œn œb œb œ∫ œ œ

6

œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œb
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œ œ œ œb ˙

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ

œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ# œ# œ œ ˙n

.˙

˙ œ

.˙

.˙b

.˙b
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œ œ œ œb œ œ œb œb œ œ œb œ∫ œ œ
6

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ

œb œb œ œ œ œ œ

Œ Œ œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ
6

.˙

œ œ œ œb œ œ œb œb œ œ œb œ∫ œ œ
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œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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‰
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.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙b

.˙

.˙

.œ ‰ œ œ œ œ

.œ
‰ œ. œ œ.

.œ
‰

œ. œ œ.

.œ
‰

œn . œ œ.

.œ
‰

œn œ œ

œ. œ œ. Jœ ‰ œ. œ œ.

œ. œ œ. Jœ ‰ œ. œ œ.

œb . œ œ.
jœ ‰ œn . œ œ.

˙ Œ

˙ Œ

.œ ‰ œ

.œ ‰ œ

.œ
‰

œ œb œ œ

.œ ‰ œ œb œ œ

.œ ‰ œ œb œ œ

.œ
‰

œ œb œ œ

œ œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3 6

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œb œ œ œ œ

œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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.œ ‰ Œ

œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ
‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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‰
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œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ.

œn . œ œ. œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ.

.˙

œb . œ œ. œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ.
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œ œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3 6

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œb œ œ œ œ

œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
6 6 6
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ
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ƒ
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ƒ

ƒ
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150 œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ
‰ œ œ œ œn œ# œn
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œ∫ œb œb œ
‰

œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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‰
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œ œ œ
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.˙

.˙

.˙
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œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ.

œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ. œ. œ œ.
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∑ ?

.˙b

.˙b
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150 œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ .œ œ œ œ œn œ# œn
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œb œ œb œ œ œ œ

150 œ œb œb œ∫ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
6 6 6
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˙
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(in G, but concert pitch)
OFFSTAGE (1.x only)
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ƒ
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r
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R
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r
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r
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p

p

p

CHANGE TO CORNET.
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∑
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4

4

Senza misura

Senza misura

WALK SLOWLY TO THE PULPIT

Fermata on each bar
(timed by conductor)
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(timed by conductor)
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∑

∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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Í

Í

Í

Í

f

f
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∑

∑
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∑

∑
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∑
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∑
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∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ ˙

Ó ˙

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

.˙ œ

Ó Œ
œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
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∑
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∑
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2
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press low G, play naturals

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
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∑
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œ
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∑
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∑
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F
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naturals upwards ad lib.

16'

∏

∏
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p

12 The Sound of the Northern Lights

Score



&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

ã

&

&

&

?

Picc.

Fl.

Eb Cl.

Cnt.

Cnt.

Cnt.

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Lur 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Bar.

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

B. Dr.

S.

A.

Org.

ooooo

oo
oo

o

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          (∏)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          (∏)

ooooo

w

w

w#

wo

w

w# o

Ó ˙

Œ ˙ œ

∑

˙ Ó

Œ œ ˙

Œ Ó

wo

œ ˙
Œ

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

w

4

4

P

P

p

p

naturals upwards
ad lib.

naturals upwards
ad lib.

naturals upwards
ad lib.

low intonation (nature third)

low intonation (nature fourth)

p

p

p

p

p
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w

w

w
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w
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Œ
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œ
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∏
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B

1
B

The Creation

Four children, 8-10 years old, stand far apart on 
the pews (church benches), speaking into microphones

Before the world 
came to be,

Child 1, speaking

∏

∑

∑

∑
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not a sound 
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f
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f

press low D, play natural horn

press low D, play natural horn

F

(press low G, play naturals)
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œ
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CHANGE TO TRPT.

CHANGE TO TRPT.
press low A, play naturals

F

f

13The Sound of the Northern Lights

Score



&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

&

&

&
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ã

ã

ã

ã

ã

Picc.

Fl.

Ob.

Eb Cl.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bb Cl. 4

B. Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Bsn.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Bar.

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

W.Bl.

W.Bl.

W.Bl.

S.

A.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

∑

∑

Œ j¿
fl
pi

1
C

1) Four soloists spread out (left side front, right front, left back, right back). 
Each of them shouts their syllable while rising up. The same person gets 
a cue from the conductor to knock on the wooden pew (at next letter)

Rain drops

Choir: still on the floor, starting with a few selected
            voices, and rising up one by one

1)

single voice

(  )
f

rise up

F

Wood Block

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Œ j¿
flte

–

2

(  )

rise up
single voicef

knock on wood
church pew

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

–

Œ j¿
fl
pa

3

knock
on wood

another single voice
rise up

(  )

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Œ j¿
flte

–

4

another single voice

knock
on wood

rise up

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ Œ ŒU

‰ j
œ Œ ŒU

Œ œ ŒU

¿
fl

¿
fl

¿
fldripp

drapp

dropp

5

2)

3 voices

2) Three soloists placed near each other. Quickly after getting 
their cue from three woodblocks in the orchestra; they rise up 
one after the other and each shouts their syllable 

F

F

Wood Block

Wood Block

F

‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ Ó

Ó Œ ‰ R
¿.

≈

R
¿. ‰ . Œ Ó

≈
R
¿b . ‰ Œ Ó

Œ R
¿. ‰ . Ó

Œ ‰ R
¿b .

≈ Ó

Ó R
¿. ‰ . Œ

Ó Œ ≈ R
¿# .

‰

Ó Œ ‰ R
¿# . ≈

Ó Œ ‰ . R
¿.

Ó ‰ . R
¿. Œ

Ó Œ ‰ R
¿. ≈

Ó Œ R
¿b .

‰ .

‰ . r
¿. Œ Ó

Œ ‰ . r
¿.

Ó

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

Œ ≈ R
¿b .+

‰ Ó

Ó ≈ R
¿b .+ ‰ Œ

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

Ó Œ ≈ R
¿.

‰

Ó Œ ‰ . R
¿b .

Ó Œ ‰ . R
¿.

Ó ‰ r
¿. ≈ Œ

Ó Œ ‰ r
¿.

≈

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1
D

Cup

Cup

Harmon

Harmon

Straight

Straight

Imitate rain drops, free tempo but slowly
secco sound ad lib (notation indication only)

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

Trumpet

Trumpet

Trumpet
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&

&

&

?

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

?

?

ã

ã

ã

Picc.

Fl.

Ob.

Eb Cl.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bb Cl. 4

B. Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Bsn.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Bar.

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

W.Bl.

S.

A.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

‰ ¿. ¿. ¿. ¿. ¿.
pit ter dripp drapp dropp

¿. ¿.
pat ter

2

Choir
1

2

3

3)

3) One group with three soloists from each choir:  
Each soloist has a number from 1 to 3. 
Each one shouts their word(s) once while 
standing up, following the score (unsynchronized)

f

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

¿. ¿. ¿. ¿. ¿.
pit ter dripp drapp dropp

¿. ¿.
pat ter

3

1

2

3

4)

4) Continue adding singers numbered 1 to 3 (not synchronized) 
    until everyone is taking part, and everyone is standing

∑

∑

R
¿. ‰ . Œ Ó

∑

Œ R
¿. ‰ . Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Œ ‰ . r
¿.

Ó

∑

∑

∑

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

4

Choir and orchestra
improvise rain drops

(harmon)

(cup)

∑

∑

R
¿. ‰ . Œ Ó

≈
R
¿b . ‰ Œ Ó

Œ R
¿. ‰ . Ó

Œ ‰ R
¿b .

≈ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Œ ‰ . r
¿.

Ó

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

∑

∑

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

Ó Œ ≈ R
¿.

‰

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

(straight)

(harmon)

1
‰ R

¿. ≈ Œ Ó

Ó Œ ‰ R
¿.

≈

R
¿. ‰ . Œ Ó

≈
R
¿b . ‰ Œ Ó

Œ R
¿. ‰ . Ó

Œ ‰ R
¿b .

≈ Ó

Ó R
¿. ‰ . Œ

Ó Œ ≈ R
¿# .

‰

Ó Œ ‰ R
¿# . ≈

Ó Œ ‰ . R
¿.

Ó ‰ ≈ R
¿. Œ

Ó Œ ‰ R
¿. ≈

Ó Œ R
¿b .

‰ .

‰ . r
¿. Œ Ó

Œ ‰ . r
¿.

Ó

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

Œ ≈ R
¿b .+

‰ Ó

Ó ≈ R
¿b .+ ‰ Œ

Ó ‰ R
¿. ≈ Œ

Ó Œ ≈ R
¿.

‰

Ó Œ ‰ . R
¿b .

Ó Œ ‰ . R
¿.

Ó ‰ r
¿. ≈ Œ

Ó Œ ‰ r
¿.

≈

∑

(cup)

(straight)

2

-

-

-

-
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?

ã

ã

ã

ã

ã

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

Picc.

Fl.

Ob.

Eb Cl.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bb Cl. 4

B. Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Bsn.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Lur 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Bar.

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

S.Dr.

S.Dr.

S.Dr.

S.

A.

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

R
¿# .

‰ . Œ Ó

R
¿# .

‰ . Œ Ó

R
¿.

‰ . Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

1
E

Then

It
To rain

Began

make long rest, repeat

make long rest, repeat

make long rest, repeat

make long rest, repeat

Child 1 Child 3

Child 2 Child 4

Four children soloists stand on pews, speaking into mics

Choir TACET

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

æ̇ æ̇

∑

∑

2
More rain

π F

Snare Drum

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

·æ

·æ

3

p f

Choir

Everyone making rain-sounds 
 by tapping on the pews

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

W

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑ æ̇ æ̇

Ó æ̇ æ̇ Ó

æ̇ æ̇ ∑

4

π F

π F

Snare Drum
π F

Snare Drum

P

w#

w#

∑

w

w

w#

w

wb

w

wb

w

w#

∑

w

wn

w

w#

w#

w

w

w

w

wb

∑

∑

wæ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

∏

ƒ

π

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Open

Choir TACET

5
Jœ# .

‰ Œ Œ

Jœ# .
‰ Œ Œ

∑

Jœ
. ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ
.

‰ Œ Œ

Jœ
. ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ
. ‰ Œ Œ

jœb . ‰ Œ Œ

j
œ.

‰ Œ Œ

Jœb . ‰ Œ Œ

jœ. ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ
. ‰ Œ Œ

∑

jœ.
‰ Œ Œ

jœn .
‰ Œ Œ

jœ.
‰ Œ Œ

Jœ# . ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ# . ‰ Œ Œ

∑

Jœ
. ‰ Œ Œ

Jœ
.

‰ Œ Œ

Jœ
. ‰ Œ Œ

Jœb . ‰ Œ Œ

∑

∑

œ Œ Œ

.æ̇

œ Œ Œ

∑

∑

1
F

q = c 140

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

Ï

∏

ç

rim shot

∑

O

Ó œ Œ

∑

O

∑

∑

∑

O

∑

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

O

∑

∑

O

∑

∑

O

Œ œ Ó

Ó Œ œ

∑

æ̇ Ó

∑

∑

∑

f

Wood Block

Wood Block

f

Wood Block

f
Wood Block

f

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

P

P

P

P

P

P

blow air

P
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?

?

?

?

ã

ã

ã

ã

ã

&

?

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

Picc.

Fl.

Ob.

Eb Cl.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bb Cl. 4

B. Cl.

S. Sx.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Bsn.

Bb Tpt. 1

Bb Tpt. 2

Bb Tpt. 3

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Bar.

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

W.Bl.

W.Bl.

W.Bl.

S.

A.

Org.

cresc. al

cresc. al

O

¿ Œ Ó

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

∑

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

¿
.
ø

¿.
Œ

ø

Œ

Pit ter pat ter
Œ Œ ¿. ¿.

∑

∑

∑

2

2

F
Choir
(clap on ø)

5) Each choir uses all members divided into three groups.
   Group 1: Say «pit-ter», clap on «pit» while turning to the left. 
   Group 2: Say «pat-ter», clap on «pat» while turning to the right. 
   Group 3: Say «drip» slap l.h. on chest, say «and» slap r.h. on thigh, 
                  say «drop» slap l.h on knee.
   Keep text audible: Not too strong clapping sounds 

5)

blow air

P

blow air

P

blow air

P

blow air

P

blow air

P

blow air

P

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

∑

O

¿ Œ Ó

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

O

¿ Œ Ó

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

O

∑

∑

Ó Œ œ

∑

Ó Œ ‰ j
œ

∑

¿.ø ¿.
ø

¿.
ø Œ

drip drap drop

∑

∑

F
speaking voice
relative pitches

3x

3x

blow air

P

blow air

P

blow air

P

Wood Block

F

Wood Block

F

blow air

P

O

¿ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

O

O

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

∑

∑

¿
ø

¿ ¿ø ¿
Pit ter pat ter

¿
ø

¿ ¿ø ¿
Pit ter pat ter

˙ ˙˙b

w

3

3

Bassoon

P

blow air

P

blow air

blow air

P

p

LH

16'

8' (S.R.)

Tuba

Tuba

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

O

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

O

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

¿ Œ Œ ‰ œ. œ.

3

O

∑

∑

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

œ Œ Ó

Œ œ Ó

Œ Œ œ Œ

¿ø ¿ø ¿ø Œ
drip drap drop

¿ø ¿ø ¿ø Œ
drip drap drop

˙˙˙ ˙˙˙˙b

˙
‰ jœb œ œ

l.h.
chest

 r.h.
thigh

l.h.
knee

l.h.
chest

 r.h.
thigh

l.h.
knee

blow air

P

blow air

P

ord.

F

F

Wood Block

O

¿ Œ Ó

∑

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

w

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

∑

∑

∑

¿ø ¿
ø

¿ø ¿
ø

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Pit ter pat ter pit ter pat ter

¿ø ¿
ø

¿ø ¿
ø

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Pit ter pat ter pit ter pat ter

wwwwwb

w

4

4

(clap facing forward)

(clap facing forward)

p

blow air

P

ord.

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

˙
‰ j

œ œ œ

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

Ó Œ ‰ œ. œ.

3

∑

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

O

∑

¿ Œ Ó

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

œ Œ Ó

Œ œ Ó

Œ Œ œ Œ

¿ø ¿ø ¿ø Œ
drip drap drop

¿ø ¿ø ¿ø Œ
drip drap drop

wwwww

˙
‰ jœb œ œ

(chest thigh knee)

(chest thigh knee)

F

O

¿ Œ Ó

∑

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

w

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

w

∑

∑

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑

∑

¿
ø

¿
ø

¿
ø

¿ø¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Pit ter pat ter pit ter pat ter

¿
ø

¿
ø

¿
ø

¿ø¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Pit ter pat ter pit ter pat ter

Ó
˙nwwwww

w

(clap facing forward)

(clap facing forward)

RH

p

ord.

¿ Œ Ó

O

R
œ. ‰ . Œ Ó

¿ Œ Ó

Œ R
œ. ‰ . Ó

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

˙
‰ j

œ œ œ

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

˙
‰ jœb œ œ

Ó Œ ‰ œ. œ.

3

Œ ‰ . r
œ.

Ó

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

Ó ‰ R
œ. ≈ Œ

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó

Œ œ Ó

Œ Œ œ Œ

¿ø ¿ø ¿ø Œ
drip drap drop

¿ø ¿ø ¿ø Œ
drip drap drop

˙ ˙˙̇wwwww

˙
‰ jœb œ œ

(chest thigh knee)

(chest thigh knee)

F

F

Oboe

f

f

f

F

P

P

ord.

ord.

f

ord.

O

¿ Œ Ó

R
œ. ‰ . Œ Ó

≈
R
œb . ‰ Œ Ó

Œ R
œ. ‰ . Ó

Œ ‰ R
œ# . ≈ Ó

¿ Œ Ó

O

w

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

w

∑

Œ ‰ . r
œ.

Ó

Ó ‰ R
œ. ≈ Œ

¿ Œ Ó

O

Ó ‰ R
œ. ≈ Œ

Ó Œ ≈ R
œ.

‰

¿ Œ Ó

O

¿ Œ Ó

O

∑

∑ &

∑ &

¿ø ¿o ¿ø ¿o¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

Pit ter pat ter pit ter pat ter
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Intermezzo 1

The falling raindrops made a song; it was the first music in the world. 
The raindrops fell: they became little streams, 
and the streams became rivers, and the rivers became full and strong
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Intermezzo 2

Everything came to life. The birds began to sing and the 
trees grew and spread their branches. The forests were 
alive with insects and the sound of their humming. And all 
of it came from the rain. Everything grew from the rain
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Birds and bees
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imitate birdsong
repeat phrase

6) Each choir chooses two soloists to whistle (numbered 1 and 2). 
Each soloist chooses a bird to imitate, just one short phrase. Repeat 
this phrase with varying rests in between. Only soloists 1 are active 
at letter H1. Soloists 1 and 2 (all whistlers) are active from letter H2
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There was light everywhere and it was beautiful
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And into the new world came horses. 
They ran into the fields and they rolled in the sun. 
They snorted and played and galloped
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p dolce

Child 1

Beautiful horses

π

CHOIR: very slow gliss. down

n

Harmon

Senza misura

Senza misura

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

∑

Ó ˙#

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ ˙

˙# ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

2

2

Child 2

came into 
the world

π

πn

Cup

n

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ ˙

w#

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ Œ Ó

˙ Ó

∑

Ó ˙#

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

3

3

Child 3

played and 
galloped

n

n

π

n

n

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙ Ó

w

∑

∑

˙# ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó ˙

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

÷

4

4

π

Child 4

but they died

(Choir) low cluster

π

π

n

n

π

n

23The Sound of the Northern Lights

Score



&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

?

?

ã

&

&

&

?

&

?

Picc.

Fl.

Ob.

Eb Cl.

Bb Cl. 1

Bb Cl. 2

Bb Cl. 3

Bb Cl. 4

B. Cl.

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Bar.

Tuba 1

Tuba 2

B. Dr.

S.

A.

Car.

Org.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙
Ó

∑

∑

w

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

˙ ˙

∑

∑

÷

∑

∑

∑

1

1

K

K

Child 1

Beautiful 
horses

π

πn

∑

∑

∑

w#

œ œ œ œ#

Œ
.˙

Ó
˙

Ó Œ
œ#

w

w

∑

∑

∑

∑

w

w

∑

Ó ‰ œ œ œ

3

÷

∑

Ó Œ

œ

∑

2

2

Child 4

but they died

∏

π

∏

∏

∏

π

∏

2'

∑

∑

∑

w

w

w

w

w

w

w

w

∑

Ó ˙

Ó Œ œ

˙ ˙

w

Œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

w

∑

Intermezzo 5

The horses lay down and stretched out, tired and sick. 
One by one they died. The silence that came now was 
huge. All the birds and animals were asleep and the 
trees stood frozen and still
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∑
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∑
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∑

∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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∑

∑

∑

∑
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∑
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f

7) Choir moving arms, gradually developing into 
     a «choreograpy» as if trying to keep warm
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∑

J¿
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·
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∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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∑

·
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hih

∑

∑
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∑
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ƒ (arms down)

raise arms
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∑
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∑
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∑

O ¿

∑

∑

O ¿

∑

∑

O ¿

∑

Œ ‰ . R
œ

Œ œ# Œ

∑

∑

¿ ∑
fffrrr

¿ ∑
fffrrr

œ

∑

1

1

Intermezzo 6

ƒ

ƒ

The leaves started to turn gold and dark red. 
The wind came and the leaves blew through the sky. 
It was the beginning of cold. Then the first snow began falling. 
The snowflakes continued falling until the whole sky was full of snow

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

P

P

P

P
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blow air

P

p

p
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Imagine snow and wind, free tempo 
(notation indication only)
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∑
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‰ . Ó .

Ó
œ œ#

‰ . Ó

∑ ‰
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circular movements
rubbing flat hands together

circular movements
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(e.g. with wire brush)
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(e.g. with wire brush)

blow air

P

blow air

P

blow air
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p

p
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∑
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(w. crossed arms)
rubbing hands up and down
quickly on upper arms

(w. crossed arms)
rubbing hands up and down
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blend w. choir

blend w. choir

blow air

P

blow air

P

P

blow air

P

p
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∑
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hands up and down
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hands up and down
quickly on thigh

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air

blow air
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Electronic scientific recording
of the Northern Lights
playback ca. 20 sec.
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       ca 20 sec.
(playback ambient sound file)

       ca 20 sec.
(playback ambient sound file)
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