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We are told, in former days 

Be that as it may 

Not far from 
to lull one to repose 
remnant of a troubled life 
from the listless repose of the place 

some say 
certain it is 
reverie 
on the wings of the wind 

Indeed 
such is 

like those little nooks of still water, which border a rapid stream, where we may see the straw and bubble riding 
quietly at anchor, or slowly revolving in their mimic harbor, undisturbed by the rush of the passing current 

Though many years have elapsed 
that is to say 
truth to say 
a mere mist 
along the dusky road 

How often 
how often 
and how often 
more than once 
put an end to 
a soft and foolish heart 
and it is not to be wandered at 

at the foot of which bubbled up a spring of the softest and sweetest water, in a little well formed of a barrel, and 
then stole sparkling away through the grass, to a neighboring brook, that babbled along 

The Lord knows where! 
to the centre of a Christmas pie 
whims and caprices 
double-jointed 
like the gentle caresses and endearments of a bear 

In the mean time 
that hour so favorable to the lover’s eloquence 

In this way matters went on for some time 

motionless and glassy, excepting that here and there a gentle undulation waved and prolonged the blue shadow 
of the distant mountain. The horizon was of a fine golden tint, changing gradually into a pure apple green, and 
from that into the deep blue of the mid-heaven 

It was toward evening 
pause to dwell upon the world 



There was the doughty doughnut 
sweet cakes and short cakes 
ginger cakes and honey cakes 
apple pies, and peach pies, and pumpkin pies 

Then 
round and jolly as the harvest moon 

And now 
the greater part of the time 
at the time 
just sufficient time 
at any time 

Besides 
through the shades of retirement 
to a silver sheet of water 

Such was 
the tale 
over bush and brake, over hill and swamp 
until 
with a clap of thunder 
vanished in a flash of fire 

heaven only knows 
suffice to say 
without looking to the right or left 

soundly sleeping, dreaming of mountains of corn and oats, and whole valleys of timothy and clover 

Suddenly 
with a suddenness 

Still 
away then 
through thick and thin 

As yet 
but just as 
but in vain 

the wavering reflection of a silver star in the bosom of the brook 

too late 

The next morning 
from that time forward 
but a day or two before 

It is true 
shortly after 
round the winter evening fire 

— 

All phrases and excerpts are from “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving.  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very quiet

subito - a sudden change in dynamics

without voice

sign for  falsetto

sign for breathing, but with no (or as short as possible) pause in the flow of the music

underlined text indicates immediate prominence to a consonant
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