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Five poems by Alejandra Pizarnik (1936-72) 



Poems 

Your voice 

Ambushed in my writing 
you are singing in my poem. 
Captive of your sweet voice 
engraved in my memory. 
Bird intent on its flight. 
Air tattooed by an absence. 
Clock that keeps time with me  
so I never wakeup. 

Naming you 

Not the poem about your absence,  
just a drawing, a crevice in the wall,  
something in the wind, a bitter taste. 

Daybreak 

Naked and dreaming of a solar night. 
I’ve lain through animal days. 
The wind and the rain erased me  
as they might a fire, or a poem  
written on a wall. 

The word that heals  

While waiting for a world to be unearthed by language, someone is  
singing about the place where silence is formed. Later it’ll be shown  
that just because it displays its fury doesn’t mean the sea — or the  
world — exists. In the same way, each word says what is says — and 
beyond that, something more and something else. 
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