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orchestration:

3 flutes (3. doubling piccolo)

2 oboes
2 clarinets in Bb
2 bassonns

4 horns in F

3 trumpets in C
3 trombones
tuba

2 percussionists:

harp
piano

strings

African bells: 6 8#m
almost lik

The woodblock should have

1. conga, african bells *, 4 timbales, rainstick
2. bass drum, 4 timbales, woodblock*

metal bells hanging on a string,
aking a thin, not very full sound.

ery high pitch.
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Gisle Kverndokk
... in the night before the town-crier begin to cry... 1994
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One night, the town-crier begin to beat drum throughout Dukana. [ just return from work and [ tire plenty, so T was
lying down after my chop. The town-cricr begin to hala. 'E say na so the chiel talk. Tomorrow, nobody will go to work.
Whether big man or small man. Nobody will go. Everybody will report carly in the morning to the town square because
the chief want to talk to everybody there.

In Dukana, anytime you hear that everybody is to mecet in the town square you must begin to fcar. Because cither there
is work on the road or they want (0 collect money which the chiels will chop. Nobody for Dukana like to work on the
road. Worst still to collect money. Because alt the money the people collect is not used proper. So il you hear that there
is meeting in the fown square, you must run away before morning time. But the chiefs have known that cunny now.
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night before (he town-crier begin to cry round the

So therefore, they will always block every road from the town in the
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¢, day have begin (o break. Light everywhere. T jump up and begin to roll the mat. Then I put the
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mat under my armpit. Thea I run to where we park the lorry.

Lo and behold, as 1 am walking to the lorry, plenty people  are hurrying to the town square. Man, Woman, Children. Liverybody.
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using chewing stick, spitting along the road. Some women c:
(o what the chief will say. Myself, | followed them. because [ must tollow when the chief call.
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Tiverybody was standing in the town square. Fxcept Chief Birabee and the clders.
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“They were sitting down. They were not smiling. Serious like boxer. “Hal” I say to myself, “trouble day for country.
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- excerpts taken from Ken Saro-Wiwa’s novel, Sozaboy - A Novel in Rotten

English, published by Saros, International Publishers, Port Harcourt, Nigeria,

1986.
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