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CHE BELLA VITA
(Ignoti/Anonymous 15th Century)

Che bella vita ha al mondo un villanello

Che ‘I giorno con due buoi per un campo ara!
Se gli e d'inverno si ricopre quello

D’un sacco ch’¢ la veste sua piu cara;

Se gli & d’estate in camicia e’n cappello,
“Anda gio! — senti’ dir con voce chiara,

E la sera rimena a casa e’ buoi

Et pasce loro et sé et dorme poi.

What a fine life is the farmer’s in the open air,
Who plows the field with his two oxen by day!

If winter comes he covers his body bare

With a sack, his costliest garment; and he may
In summer wear a shirt, a cap upon his hair.
“Giddap!” you hear him in his clear voice say.
The night brings him and his oxen home again;
He feeds them, feeds himself and slumbers then.
(L. R. Lind)

MADRIGALE
(Matteo Maria Boiardo (1441 — 1494))

Canti meco, inamorati augelli,
Poi che vosco a cantar Amor me invita;
E voi, bei rivi e snelli,
Per la piaggia fiorita,
Tenete a le mie rime el tuon suave.
La belta, che io canto, e si infinita,
Che il cor ardir non have
Pigliar lo incarco solo;
Ch’egli & debole e stanco, e il peso € grave.
Vaghi augeleti, vui ne gite a volo,
Perché forsi credeti
Che il mio cor senta duolo,
E la zoglia ch’io sento non sapeti.
Vaghi augeleti, odeti;
Che quanto gira in todo
Il mare, e quanto spira zascun vento,
Non & piacer nel mondo,
Che aguagliar se potesse a quel che io sento.

Sing with me, you little amorous birds,
Since Love invites me now to sing with you;
And you, bright brooks, green swards,
Where flowers blossom too,

Keep with my rhymes harmonious rhythm sweet.
Beauty, of whom | sing, is so complete

That my heart does not dare

To carry the burdon alone;

For it is weak and worn, the weight to bear.
Wandering birds, you fly away again,
Perhaps since you believe

My heart is full of pain,

And the joy | feel you cannot conceive.
Wandering birds, perceive:

As great as are the waters hurled

At sea, however great winds blow,

There is no pleasure in this world

That can compare with that | know.

(L. R. Lind)

TRIONFO DI BACCO ED ARIANNA
(Lorenzo il Magnifico, de” Medici (1449 — 1492)

Quant’ e bella giovinezza,
Che si fugge tuttavia!
Chi vuol esser lieto, sia:
Di doman non c’é certe:

Quest’ & Bacco e Ari
Belli, e I'un dellal
Perché ‘l tempo fug
Sempre insieme stan
Queste ninfe e altre ge
Sono allegre tuttavi
Chi vuol essere lieto, Sla:
Di domani non c’é certezza.

Questi lieti satiresti
Delle ninfe innamorati,
Per caverne e per boschetti
Han lor posto cento aguati:
Or da Bacco riscaldati,
Ballon saltan tuttavia.
Chi vuol esser lieto, sia:
Di doman non c’é certezza.

How fair is youth that flies so fast!
Then be happy, ye who may;
What's to come
Is still unsure.

Here are Bacchus and his lady,
Both so fair and both in love;
And, since time is swift and cheating,
In delight they dwell together.
Joyous are these Nymphs and others!
Then be happy, ye who may;
What's to come
Is still unsure.

These laughing youthful Satyrs,
In the woodlands and mountains,
Spy upon the lurling-places
of the Nymphs whom they adore!
Warm with Bacchus now they dance and leap!
Then be happy, ye who may;
What's to come
Is still unsure.

Lorenzo de’ Medici, called the “Magnificent”,

was the son of Piero di Cosimo and Lucrezia Tornabuoni, at Florence.
An excellent student, whose teachers were Cristofo Landino and Marsilio Ficino,
among others, he wrote poetry in ltalian and Latin; his Canti Carnascialeschi (Carnival Songs)

were especially famous. He also wrote Laudi.

He ruled as prince at Florence from 1469, maintained the balance of power in Italy,
and constantly entertained the Florentines with public festivities.

n the conspiracy of the Pazzi against him in 1478 his brother Giulliano was murdered.
Lorenzo encouraged such poets as Pulci and Poliziano by his support and favour.

His court was one of the most brilliant in Europe in its patronage of all forms of culture.
Sonnet 2: there and here in lines 12 and 14 are based on Lipparini’s note

(Le pagine, 4 (1931), 161): quivi, “in campagna”; qui, “in citta”.
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TRE CANZONI - 1 Che bella vita

for Counter tenor, Recorder (soprano/alto/tenor), Viola da Gamba, and Renaissance Lute

To Ensemble Freithoff

(Ignoti)15th Century
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TRE CANZONI - 1 Che bella vita
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TRE CANZONI - 1 Che bella vita
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TRE CANZONI - 1 Che bella vita
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TRE CANZONI - 1 Che bella vita
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TRE CANZONI - 1 Che bella vita
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Bjorn Kruse

TRE CANZONI - 2 Madrigale

for Counter tenor, Recorder, Viola da Gamba, and Renaissance Lute

To Ensemble Freithoff

Matteo Maria Boiardo (1441 - 1494)
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TRE CANZONI - 2 Madrigale
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TRE CANZONI - 2 Madrigale
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TRE CANZONI - 2 Madrigale
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Bjorn Kruse

TRE CANZONI - 3 Trionfo di Bacco ed Arianna

To Ensemble Freithoff

from Canti Carnascialeschi

for Counter tenor, Recorder, Viola da Gamba, and Renaissance Lute

Lorenzo il Magnifico, de' Medici (1449 - 1492)
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