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Program note on Ottetto

The two serenades by Mozart — no’s 11 and 12 — for woodwind octet,
have played in my mind since I was a boy. I remember lying in bed,
trying to think of something else, so that I could sleep! My mental
technique was to “distort” Mozart’s music and let some of the
figurations spin off into absurdity, as a natural consequence of their
own structural tendencies. For example, I would force a repeating
figure before a cadence to keep repeating and transform into
something else. In this way I managed to break away from the
enchantment of Mozart’s music and preoccupy my thoughts with my
own fantasies which were easier to dissolve and clear away at will.

Ottetto is an expression of such a fantasy as I might have had as a boy
— as I recall. The title, the Italian for octet, is not only chosen for its
obvious description of the ensemble type. It also represents the
structural phenomena of the palindrome - reading the same
backward and forward. As such, it represeiits a compositional
ition tc@a a@al meéaning of the word. The
ton Mozart’s music, revealed

situation as well, in a

piece Ottetto is

Bjern Kruse
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Fantasy for wind octet echoing Mozart's serenades

OTTETTO
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