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WHERE DID IT LEAD AS IT LED NOWHERE? 
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About the piece 
Paul Celan's poem “there was earth inside them” is a poignant exploration of the intricacies of existence. It 

delves into themes of memory, loss, and our connection to the natural world, all while conveying a deep 

complexity that can be felt throughout the text. When translating this to a musical composition, I was struck 

by the narrative focus on digging, which became the anchor for all of my sonic choices. 

 

At its core, the piece serves as a meditation and fantasy on the tension between life and death, the tangible 

and the intangible, and the fleeting nature of our existence. The three singers are important to this 

exploration, their voices rising and falling in a powerful chorus that captures the shared experience of the 

human condition. As the composition builds towards its climax, the text takes on a new urgency, hopefully 

evoking a sense of longing and a desire for connection. 

 

In the end, the piece fades away into a peaceful conclusion, with a sense of quiet contemplation and 

reflection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instrumentation 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

1 Basson 

1 Contrabassoon 

 

4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in Bb 

2 Trombones 

1 Tuba 

 

Timpani (1 Player) 

Percussion (2 Players) 

 

1:  Cymbal 

  Plate-bell 

  Tam-Tam 

  Tubular Bells 

   

2:  2 Cymbals 

  Gran cassa 

  Crotales 

  Vibraphone 

 

Strings 

 

 

 

The score is in C 

Crotales sound two octaves higher than written. 

 

 

Duration: c. 8 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOTES FOR THE CONDUCTOR 

Tempo Markings: Many factors can affect the choice of tempi, and the metronome marks shown are 

APPROXIMATE, for guidance only. 

 

NOTATION 

General 

Accidentals apply throughout the bar. 

Trills should always be played up a semitone, unless otherwise specified. 

Tremolo should always be as dense as possible. 

 

 

 

 

When vibrato markings are not specified, players should play poco vibrato. 

 

  

 

 

 

Strings 

p.o.   position ordinario (ordinary playing position of the bow) 

s.t.   sul tasto 

s.p.   sul ponticello 

m.s.p.  molto sul ponticello 

   damp the strings with the bow. 

 

When playing long sustained notes, the bow changes should always be imperceptible and made 

independently of the other players. During long slurs which include several long sustained notes 

a change of note should preferably not coincide with a change of bow. 

 

Percussion 

The choice of sticks is left to the musicians. Whether hard or soft, always choose sticks giving as 

much resonance as possible. 
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Fl. 1
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