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About the piece
While composing this piece during a vacation in Spain, I contemplated what it was all about.
For some reason I suddenly looked down and saw an ant struggling. A coworker ant had been
crushed, probably by me when I carelessly tripped during my work, and the ant seemed to be
in a panicked state trying to get help for its dead friend. A second ant came, and together
they managed to get the dead ant onto the back of one of them. They then continued home
to wherever they lived. Suddenly, amidst my enormous guilt for having killed an ant and
witnessing this heart-wrenching scene, a light bulb went on. Norwegian Homesickness is
about this! In the tiny, earnest struggle of these ants, I found a reflection of our owncollective
resilience and the need to belong and to heal.

This piece started with a desire to write something based on Norwegian folk music from my
birthplace. This is, for me at least, akin to a longing to belong. In the harsh nature of time, we
can never in our physical form return to the time and place of our childhood; that time and
place now belong to something that is abstractly dead. The place still stands, and I’m still
alive, but we are not the same as we were then. Just as the ant was grieving for his friend, I
am, in a way, grieving the past. But, just as the ant quickly recovered and carried his friend
back home, writing this piece is a healing process for me. It allows me to delve deeply into my
heritage and try to understand it and the complex nature of time.

I’m also very truly interested in eastern philosophy and religion! In Tibetan Buddhism, there
is a concept called “bardo.” Bardo is a transitional state between life and death. This piece
embodies that concept, representing a journey through the in-between spaces of memory
and existence. It’s about navigating the transition from what once was to what is now, and
finding solace and understanding in the process. Through this exploration, I aim to bridge
the gap between past and present, life and death, and to find peace in the ever-changing flow
of time.



NOTATION

General
Accidentals apply throughout the bar.

Microtonal notation:

= 1/4 flat

= 3/4 flat

= 1/4 sharp

= 3/4 sharp

= air noise/aeolian for all instruments are notated like this:

= the phrase is to be ended with a sharp cutoff, like a reversed piano sound.

Flute

Fl. multiphonic #1 Fl. multiphonic #2



Clarinet (transposed notation)

Cl. multiphonic #1 Cl. multiphonic #2

Violin

p.o. = ordinary playing position

s.t. = sul tasto

s.p. = sul ponticello

m.s.p. = molto sul ponticello (should be played almost on the bridge)

jeté = bounce with the hair of the bow on designated notes.

= gradually increase pressure with bow



Norwegian Homesickness (is seeping through someones radio)
is dedicated to my parents, Oddny Bakken and Sigurd Korssletten

- Martin Korssletten, 27.05.2024 -

approx. duration: 10 minutes.

First performance 06.09.2024
by

Ensemble 3030 (Maria Ose, Pierre Xhonneux and Phelan Nyvoll Walker)
Friscena, Gjøvik, during the new music festival, INN:PUST.

This piece was made with funds from “the Norwegian Composers’ Fund”
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