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Commissioned 2024 by Nigar Gahramanova
with support from Norsk Kulturrad

This piece is written for a CantORganistA — which means an organist who also sing the vocal
part beside the playing, but it may also be performed by a soprano singer and an organist
separated.

The text is originally written by the American poet, writer and editor Mary Dana Shindler
Bunce, better known as Mrs. Dana (1810 — 1883):

I'am a pilgrim, and I'am a stranger; | can tarry but a night;
Do not detain me, for | am going To where the fountains are ever flowing,
Refrain:
I'am a pilgrim, and I'am stranger, | can tarry, | can tarry but a night.

There the glory is ever shining! O, my longing heart, my longing heart is there;
Here in this country so dark and dreary, | long have wandered forlorn and weary (Refrain)

There’s the city to which | journey; My Redeemer, my Redeemer is its light!
There is no sorrow, nor any sighing, Nor any tears there, or any dying. (Refrain)

The English text was later translated to Swedish by Betty Ehrenborg-Posse (1818 — 1880) and
Carl-Olof Rosenius (1816 — 1868}, and from the Swedish vérsion it was translated to

gian by z% Honﬁ{ism-isszz):

Eg er framand er, ’s*kveldstund, berr’ ei kveldstund er eg her.
Steng ikkj 1 @a Gudls folk til strid over berg og bylgja!
r framand osv.

Jorda eig ei den ri sgﬁerg Nei, eg lengtar, eg lengtar til Guds stad
Der sluttar sorga, der tgrkast tara, Der ingen meir blir lagt ded pa bara.
Jorda eig ei osv.

Kjsere Herre, om eitt eg ber deg; Fylg og lei meg, fylg og lei meg alltid du!
Ved himmelstranda der vil eg hamna, Eg heim vil koma og deg vil famna.
Kjzere Herre, om eitt osv
The melody is a Norwegian folk tune sung by Avold Byklum (1913 — 1997) and Sondre

Bratland who learned this version to Arve Moen Bergset (YouTube).

Duration 17-18 minutes
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