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Verkkommentar

"I can't breathe!" for resitasjon og ensemble er skrevet sommeren og høsten 2020, som en refleksjon over to
ulike hendelser som sammenfalt i tid - et mye omtalt drap på en farget mann i USA, og den første totale
lockdown av innbyggerne i store deler av verden, som forsøk på å begrense spredningen av en pandemi. 

Drapet på George Floyd ble en dramatisk hendelse i USA våren og sommeren 2020, og hendelsen utløste
omfattende opptøyer i mange byer. Den langt mer omseggripende lockdown som ble innført omtrent samtidig,
tvang imidlertid befolkningen i en rekke land til å holde seg hjemme, isolere seg fra hverandre og - i mange
sammenhenger - begrense alle former for menneskelig samvær. Samtidig gjorde et vedvarende mediepress det
nær sagt umulig å opponere mot de inngrepene regjeringene påla borgerne i de respektive land i uker og
måneder. 

Begge hendelser kan oppsummeres gjennom de ordene George Floyd presset fram der han lå på bakken ved
bilen, og som er vist uendelig antall ganger i elektroniske medier siden. 

Jeg har tatt utgangspunkt i hans siste ord, som dermed også kan stå som en oppsummering av den menneskelige
erfaringen av ett års lockdown - "I can't breathe!". 

GEIR JOHNSON
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


 























 





















 

 




















   



































 























 























 

                        

      

























Please man, I can’t breathe!

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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
    

  
 


  
















 

 











  

 


  


   


 


  



























 





   


 








  


 





  
















 

 











    

 


  


    


 


  






 
























     


 


  


    


 


  



















 

 











    



 









    



 













 
























   


















   

















 

  

   


  





 




 


 





  





 







  


  




























I can’t breathe! Please

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

     

     

     
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




 
 

  
 





 

 
  

 






 


  


 


 



  


 





 

   

   

 


  


 


 



   

 


  


 








 

   



 












 

      

        


 









 











        

        



       


 




        


 







    

               



























Man, can’t breathe, my face just get up I can’t breathe

 = 120

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.



   

   

   
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   


  

   


  

   

          

          

          

          

          

        





          

          

     

           

   

          

        

                


       


   


   


      

 


 





 


        
























V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

47

10 I can’t breathe!





    


 
    

 



     

 


  


 




 

    


 





  



       

 


  

 



 


    

 


  







 

     

       




     



 












 

                     
  



 


 





 







 


     


   


  

   
    



























 = 132

Lease, a knee on my neck

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

  

  

  

B51

11I can’t breathe!



  
  

  





    
 

  
  

 

 

 


  




 


 
  



 





 














  


 





    
 

  


 






 





 

 



  


 


  


 

  
 

  
  



 





 














   

 


  


 

  
 

  
  


 






 















   



 











  



    



  





 





 





 









 








 











  
    




 



 


 


 









       


      





  

   


























 

 

 

 

I can’t breathe, shit I will I can’t move

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

     

     

     
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      
 

 


 

 

 











 















 

 






 



 

















 

 








 






 







  





 





 


 









 







  




 








 


 









 









 

 

 











 















 

 






  



 







 



 









 







 





 

 






 




 





 


 





 

 






   



 











 









 






 



 




















 


 





















































 













 






 






 

 









 
















 


 



















 











 





 





 

       

























- -

   

   

   

   

Ma ma Ma ma

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.
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
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   



   





















































  





















































































               

       

       
   

           
   

           














       

       
       

       
   

           
   

           

   
























V.
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B. Cl.
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Vc.
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  
   











   





















































  
































































    


               

               

               











       

       
       

       
   

           




           


          





      

























- - -Ma ma
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   
 

   

 






















 


 


  


  


























 


 





   

 

























  

 


  


   




 























   


 


  


   






                   



               

               

               













   

           


       

       
       

       
   

           




          
  




























My knee

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.
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Dr.

   

   


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 

   
 

   
 

  
 

  



 


  


  


 


  




 
 





   



  







 





    


 





     





   


  



  


   


 


  


 

  
  

 



   



  



  


   


 


  


 

  
  

 



   

  





               

  





















 

 


  


 








   




  



 








   

           




 



 



  

 
   






   




  

  







  

   


    


      


   


  


   


  






























My neck I’m through I’m through
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Vc.
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



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
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        

 

               

 








        

        

 

               
 

 

    
          

 



























 














































 

 


  
 



















 

 








 

 

















































  


 

 










 


 





 


 


  


      


        





  

  
  




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
 


  


 

 

   

 


  


 

  
    


 


  


 

 

   



 

















     



 

















 



















 


  









 














 


 


 


 


   




 


     


 










     

























- -



please I can’t breathe, of fi cer,

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

       

       

       
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   
  

   
     




  




        



 

 


 

         



 

 


 



          


   


 


          

   


 


 




        



  

 


  

          



   

 


  

 




        



  

 


  

          



   

 


  

 


     




 










    




 















  


 







  



















       





  

 


      


 

  

























-don’t kill me they’re gon na kill me, man

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

     

     

     
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  
  

  
   




  

        





 


  




  


        



 

          

    

        


  


 





             


  



 




          
 


  


 

  


        



    

          
 


  


 

  


        



   

  



 


















   

          

    





















 


  

          

    

   





  





  


























-come on, man I can not breathe

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

 

  

  


   


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

    

    
        

       
      

     
    

                         

  


 


   

   

           



         



    
        

       
      

     
    

                         

    
        

       
      

     
    

                         




 


   





 


  


 








  


     


  


      




   


  
























V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

    






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    

    

    

    

    

    


    


 





 

   


       


 




  


 

            


       


      

      


   
























V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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   

  


        
   

          

         
 




 


       
   

        

  

     
     

  
           

           

      
     












        

  
        

  
        

   


  

           

           

            

 









 

        

  
        

  
        

   
 



   


























   



  



  

    

  

  



 

 



  



  

 

 



  



  



 

 

      



 

 

      

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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   

  


    

        

           

    
     


 

 


 

        
  

        

  
    

   
  

  
           

          


      
     












        

  
        

  
  

     

    

  
           

           

            

 











        

  
        

  
        

   
 



   






























 



  



  

 

 



  

   

 

 



  



  

 

 



  



  



  



   









  



      

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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   

  


    

        

           

      
    







         
  

  
        

     
  

     

  
           

        
 

        
   












        

  
        

  
  

     

    

  
           

          

            

 







        

  
        

  
        

   
 

   


























   



  



  

      





 





  



  



  



  



  



  



       









  



      

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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 
   

      

  


 

 

 
 

 



 



  


   

   
  


  

  


 

 
 

 



 



  

         


  

             


             


             


       

   
       

      

              

              

       


   


 


   


   


 

























- - - - - -Ma ma, ma ma

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

(breathe heavily in-out)

 
  

    

 
  

    
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















 

              

   


 

  

 


 





         

    

      


 










     




 


 


 



 


 





   
   

    

      

 


 



        

   

   
 

 
 



 









    




 








   



 














  

       





















  

















  

























 
 


   


  






  


     


    


     


      


 


























cresc.

 sub.

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

(in-out) (in-out)

 

   

 

 


    

 


  


         

        

H
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
 

      

 
 



 


  


         

 

  


 


 



 
      

 


  

 


  




        

 


  


 


  

  
 

 







  

   



 







    




 













    






 


 











   























  

 





  


 




  


      

      


     




























-ma ma

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

  

  
 

  


 

       

       
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              


  



 


  


 




      




   


 





 

 

       


    


 


  


 

      




     


 


  


 

           

 














    




 












    




 














 
























  























  








 











 



     

  



  


 




    


     

      


  
























V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

(breathe in-out) (breathe in-out)



 

 

   


   

 

          

          
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               



        


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






        


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






     


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 




      



  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






   



 













    













  

 























   























  



   

      


    


      


     


  


   


     


























legato

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

(in-out) (in-out)

 

 

      
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 
    

          



 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






 


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






 


 


  
 




  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


















   













  
























  























  





     

 


      


     


  

   


     

























-They’re gon na kill me

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

(in-out) (in-out)
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 
    

     



 


 


  


  


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






 


 


  


  


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






 


 


  


  


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 






 


 


  
  




  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


  


 


















   













  













 
























  























 























 





     

  


      


     


  

   


     

























-They’re gon na kill me

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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

    



 


 


  


   
      

       








 


 


  


  
      

  

     







 


 


  


  
      

        

 






 


 


  
  

      
  

       

















   

 
 
























 



 








     

 













 

 







  

 













 







      


























 = 120
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Fl.

B. Cl.
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   

 



  
      

        










  
      

  

       



 
       

       
 







      

  

        



 
 

  






 


  











  








  

 


      

 





























 


       
























V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

 





227

40 I can’t breathe!





    

             

             



          


             

 

 
           


             

          


             

 




 

 


   


 

   


  


 


























 


        


  


    


























 = 108
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  



 







                  

                





        

         

           



 

                  

               



 

                   

       

 


 

 
 

 


 




 








 



 










              


























Please sir

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.
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quasi gliss. 

quasi gliss.

quasi gliss. 
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

 


   

 

                  



       
          





           

 

                     



         
          





             

 

 
 

 


 





 






 








 







                 


























legato

legato

 = 96

Please

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.
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Dr.
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ord.

ord. 
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



240

43I can’t breathe!




   


 

  
  

 

        
  

 
 

  
 



   
   

 
 

  
 

 
       

   
 

 
  

 



       
    















 



 

 





 



  

 

   


 


  





    





 

 


 

     





   





   





   





   





   





   





   





























legato

legato



Please Please, I can’t breathe

V.
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

     

   
 

   
 

    
  





 

   
 

   
 

    
 








 

   
 

   
 

    
 



 




 

     
     

      


 


  



 


   


 


   


 


  






  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




 


   





     





            


























 

 

 

 

 = 84
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

      









  





  





  





  















  





  





  





  










 




  
 




  
 




  
 




  
 









 


   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 





 


  






  






  






   






 










 

 


 


 


 



 




  







                    


























 = 72
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      

 




 
 


 

 
 


 










 
  

 
 


 










 
  


 

 


 
 










    


 


 
 







  


 


 


   



   



   



 


  











  


 




  


 




  

 







           

  


























flz. flz. flz.

flz.

  

rall.rall.

V.

Fl.

B. Cl.

Vln

Vc.

Pno

Dr.

 

 



 






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