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Written for Oslo String Quartet with support from the Norwegian Arts Council 

Duration: ca. 9 minutes 

Performance notes: 
• The music should be played non vibrato  if else is not indicated 

Crescendo/diminuendo from/to (quasi) niente 

¼ sharp/flat 

Electronics: 

The electronic track can be played in two ways: through a transducer taped to the instrument body, with a separate audio track for each instrument; or through two small speakers placed close to the musicians on stage. 

Scordatura: 

       Vln. I  Vln. II        Vla.      Cello 

 

Preparations: 

The violins and the viola are prepared as follows: Strings IV and III  are prepared with a round spiral paper clip between the bridge and the fingerboard. Violin II, Viola and 

Cello should have a chopstick placed underneath the I string and above the II string, like the in the following diagram.  

“Chopstick trill:" tap chopstick on the end sticking out, so that it bounces up and down quickly, creating a percussive “trill” texture.  

Chopstick positions: the “chopstick trills” in the viola and cello parts alternate between 5 positions on the instrument neck, and the “slides” indicates the timing of the 

movement between these positions.  

Cello multiphonic: 

Use bow speed and placement, as well as left hand placement (with pressure the same as playing a normal harmonic) to find the cello multiphonic, where several of the harmonics can sound at the same time.   
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j
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œ
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r
œ
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œB œ œ œµ œ
œ œ

Œ ‰
œ œ œ
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œ
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Œ Œ Œ
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r
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œ
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œ œ
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œ œn œµ
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¿
≈
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œ
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j
œb

¿
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j
œ
j

¿
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œ
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j
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˙<#> ™ œ œ ™ œ œ ™ œ œ ™ ˙ ™ w ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ ™ œ œ ˙µ œ ™
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j
¿
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j
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j
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j
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œ
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¿
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j
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¿
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œ
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r
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¿
J
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œ
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¿
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œ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿

r
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¿
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˙ ™
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Œ
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Œ
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&
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imperceptibly as possible)
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∑ ∑ ∑
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∑
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∑ ∑
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remove paper clips
and chopsticks as quietly 
as possible before bar 129

octave up or down 
when neccesary

Voice

∑

/
 

&

arco
con sordino
legato, make bowing changes 
as imperceptible as possible

&

&

remove paper clips
and chopsticks as quietly 
as possible before Letter O

∑

octave up or down 
when neccesary

Voice

∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

octave up or down 
when neccesary

Voice

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

remove paper clips
and chopsticks as quietly 
as possible before Letter O

∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑
Voice
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑

?
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œµ ˙ ˙ ˙
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˙
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& ∑ ∑
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B

arco
with practice mute
legato, make bowing changes 
as imperceptible as possible
(III) (III) (III)

&

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

arco
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legato, make bowing changes 
as imperceptible as possible
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Œ
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Œ
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∑
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?
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∑
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œ
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w
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w
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Ó
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Ó
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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Œ Ó Œ
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