Martin A. Hirsti-Kvam

Sparks (2015)

for 20 singers with flashlights and organ
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Performance notes:

This is a work that focuses on the relationship between lights and sounds in space, and it is therefore essential that it is performed in a dark hall, with a spotlight on the
conductor. Since the singers aren’t able to use sheet music in concert, the score is notated using spatial notation where a conductor cues the different entrances of the
singers and the organ. It is therefore the conductor who controls the dramaturgy of the piece (conductor’s note: the piece should unfold slowly and gradually, and
should be allowed to breathe, especially in the beginning: 1°* mvt, from letter A to D) In the first movement, the singers only have one motive each to learn connected
with one word. All the number ones start on B flat, the twos on C, threes on D flat, fours on E flat and fives on G. The motives are slightly different variants of the same.
The singers are highly encouraged to explore and vary different ways of interpreting their motive, so that the piece doesn’t become monotonous.

The dashed barlines are only there to help clarify the order of the entrances for the conductor and for score coordination in the rehearsal period.

Light:

In the first movement, the flashlight part is notated on the small staff beneath each individual part. A note duration equals light, or else the hand should cover the
flashlight, so no light escapes. The musical motive corresponds with a simple action with the flashlight, and this motive can occur be with bothlight and sound, with

only sound and only with light. There are also a few instances where the sound or light is delayed. The singers should try to compensate for differences in height, so that
the flashlights are more or less vertically aligned.
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An upward motion from the "Flickering”: disturb the light Gradually close the open hand
the normal position, so the stream, with wiggling the fingers around the front of the flashlight,
flashlight points upwards to in front of the flashlight to create in the manner of grabbing
light up the face of the singer. a flickering texture. something.

Crescendo: a crescendo over the motive corresponds with a small upwards movement from the normal position to the flashlight pointing directly out from the body,
blinding the audience.

Sound:

_ )(c:'ush)

E »Close” the normal tone into a raspy, guttural sound using the throat

Duration: ca. 11 minutes
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Whole group:
enter together
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Every singer turn on their flashlight in

All together:

their own time until all lights are on, slowly!

Light
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