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Instrumentation:

Flute (doubling piccolo)

Oboe (doubling English horn)
Clarinet in Bb (doubling bass clarinet)
Bassoon (doubling contrabassoon)
HorninF

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Percussion (1 performer): vibraphone, crotales, tam-tam, sand paper blocks, bow (for vibraphone and crotales)
Piano, celesta (1 performer)
Recording (requires music system)
Soprano

Strings (1,1,1,1,1)



Performance notes
Celesta is notated one octave lower than sounding pitch.

* Quarter tone (half sharp). I want the quarter tones to be played without compromising timbre (as egalitarian a sound
as possible).

About the piece

'Ruija’, as referred to in the title of the piece, is a Kven or Finnish term for the northernmost parts of Norway. This piece is
inspired by recordings made by Kven musician Tone Eero Hove around the year 2000 in Porsanger, Norway. She recorded
old Kvens singing traditional songs in "the old manner," a singing style that has since been almost forgotten. My inspiration
derives both from the melodies and from the singing style. I also take inspiration from congregational song in the Laestadian
Church, specifically the textures that sometimes emerge when a large congregation sings in a fluid and slow tempo.

The first movement, Jumalan runsas armo, is based on two songs: a Christian hymn from which the movement is named, and

the secular song Jos voisin laulaat ko lintu voi. In the first half of the movement, I imagine a warm community in a cold landscape.
In the second half, the music becomes more conflicted, as the secular song enters. While in the hymn "the muted give thanks,"
the secular song expresses an unfulfilled longing to "sing like a bird." These contrasting lines sum up the fates of the religious
and secular repertoires at the hands of the Norwegianization policies. (‘Norwegianization' refers to assimilation policies
directed at Kven and Sami people in the north of Norway in the 1900s.) In short, the hymns remain an integral part of Kven
culture, while the secular songs have mostly been forgotten. In this movement, the soprano is allowed to sing the whole hymn
but only one line of the secular song before the movement ends.

The second movement, Oi kuulkkaa, nuoret, is also based on a Christian hymn. In this movement, I draw inspiration from
instrumental accompaniment, as well as the vocal tradition. Traditionally, the most comnton instrument among the Kven
population has been the 5 string kantele . The piano, played pizzicato, is meant to resentble the timbre of the kantele. I have
also used the kantele's limited possibilities as inspiration for harmony in the movement's opening. The piano part played
pizzicato, can be played on a five-string kantele tuned D, E_F, G and A; with thé‘exception of two notes: C (bar 6) and B
(bar 99). If played on kantele, the two una ble notes ﬁ%sub tuted by‘repeating the previous melodic note (E

in bar 6 and A in bar 99).

x &

C Qrgan. Since the singing tradition includes microtonality,

there is often a tension between the or ation:buse the strings and brass as two juxtaposing “super-organs”,
both capable of producing microtonaity. nds with one of the recordings made by Hove. Fading in, we hear
Elise Antila (1918-2004) singing the last vers u‘kaa, nuoret.

Another instrument associated wit
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Play independently of recording 36
2+3 whistle tone, very unstable between harmonics
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air (no pitch)  key clicks (ar}y, fast as possible)
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* Play beneath bridge (arco), very close to the bridge. Mostly air. Unstable.
Bow don't need to connect with boths strings at all times (ad lib.)
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whistle tone

whistle tone

127 (still unstable) (still unstable)
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* Play beneath bridge (arco), very close to the bridge. Mostly air. Unstable.
Bow doesn't need to connect with both strings at all times (ad lib.).
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(like footsteps in snow)
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* lift pedal quickly, causing dampers to hit all the strings, hold ped. to end
then mmediately re-press pedal. Airy. ’
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