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Performance notes - Bass Duo 

Timing: This score uses spatial notation with 30 seconds or 1 minute time frames. The placement within these time frames doesn’t need to be exact but 
should be approximately distributed. 

Basses sound one octave lower than written. 

Harmonics are notated with a diamond notehead at the finger position and sound an octave lower than written. The sounding pitch is written in parenthesis 
when it differs from the fingered note.  

The Strings that should be used are notated at the bottom of the staff throughout the piece. 

B.L.H refers to bowing ‘behind’ the left hand. Depending on the perspective this means to bow in the non-normal position or on the other side of where the 
finger is located. The 11th Partial should be fingered using harmonic pressure even if it doesn’t sound. Bow pressure should be light and a moderately 
slow speed should be used.  

This technique is written in combination with the following position clef below: 

In this clef, the black diamond notehead refers to the finger position and is added for clarity. The bow movement should approximately follow the 
movement of the lines.  
 

- top line refers to about 10 centimeters along the fingerboard 
- second top line refers to the start of the fingerboard 
- second bottom line refers to the bow position right behind 11th partial finger 
- bottom line refers to the bridge  
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Grab refers to adding a bit of pressure to sound the harmonic. No grab means to lighten the bow pressure to avoid intentionally sounding 
the harmonic even if it sounds. 

Multiphonics: On the given string, finger between the 6th and 7th partial so that both are sounding. Bow speed should be moderate with 
light pressure and just above the fingerboard. 

Norm. =  average bow pressure, speed and positions
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