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Il vecchio

1: ONE DAY

One day, probably during the winter of 1507/08,

Leonardo arrives at Santa Maria Nuova hospital in Florence.
Da Vinci had just returned from Milan.

He was dressed in fine clothes.

He was worldly and beautiful.

Now he enters the hospital.

2: INSIDE

Inside at the hospital one day

Leonardo meets an old man.

An old man living there. A patient. Lying.

He is a kind and garrulous man.

They are having a chat.

“Oh please come and have a little chat with me!
Leonardo, come sit on my bed!” the old man says:
Leonardo sits down gently.

“Oh signor Il vecchio, how argyou today?”
“I feel fine. Nothi ron %R. bagdy other than weakness”
O

3: THE DISSE€T

He died!

Il vecchio!

He died suddenly.
Leonardo stood there thinking:

“What could have caused a death so sweet?”

He stood there looking at Il vecchio.

Leonardo pulls out his many knives.

He picks up a knife, the sharpest one.

He is holding the knife against his skin.

He cuts into the warm skin, opens Il vecchio’s body and pulls it apart
Using a saw.

He is picking out the entrails of the old man’s body and studies them.
What could have caused a death so sweet?

(I Vecchio died from the of lack of blood from the artery

that nourishes the heart)

(The text is based on several sources retold by the composer)
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