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Erik S. Dæhlin

Vortex Room is a fusion of an installation and a musical work. The composition is formed through both the performer’s play and the distribution of sound in time and space. The room is a sonic and sculptural extension of the harp as each string on the 36-stringed harp branches off into a spiral construction of 36 loudspeaker elements. The sculptural form encircles the audience and the performer.

Two main ideas lie behind this work, namely the transfer of pitches from the harp’s construction to a spatial parameter, and mathematical formulas that describe how vortices and repeated patterns are formed and develop over time, both with and without influence from external forces.

The duration of the piece in total is approx. 50 minutes.

Vortex Room was premiered 18 of April 2016 at the Academy of Fine Art in Oslo Norway by Sunniva Rødland. The project and realization was done in collaboration with NOTAM - Norwegian Centre for Technology, Art and Music. It was supported by Norsk Kulturråd, Fond For Utøvende Kunstnere and Camac Harps.

During the years, the piece has been performed in many different configurations regarding space and diffusion. The main idea has always been respected coming to exploring the possible and different spiral forms in dialogue with the specific space and placing of the audience.

This score is formatted to work on an 9.7 inches iPad with forScore and pedal.
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The shift of pitch should somehow be emphasized,
thus making the notetd pitch sound quite audible 
- without plucking it, because of the tuning mechanics
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The arpeggio could be longer than
the written note value suggests -
thus the bracket, but keep the 
tempo and phrasing 
when continuing after it.

The other less dense chords
could be played ornamented
and/or as swift arpeggio respecting
the note value, or a choice regarding
which pitches to include and which 
ones to omit - some one are suggested
as seen in parantheses, could be done.
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thus making the notetd pitch sound quite audible 
- without plucking it, because of the tuning mechanics
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V Notated flageoletts: Always vary type of overtones produced
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some ajustments concerning picthes 
is done during these bars

?

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

&

?

˙

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ#

#
# œ

œn ™

™ œ

œ

œ

œn

œœ

œ

#

≈

œ
œ

œ

#
œb œb

j

œ

œ
œ ™
™

™

�

œb

j

˙

˙

b

b

œœ

œ
œ œ ™ œ

œ
œœ

œœ

≈

œ
œ

œ
œ

b

œb

Æ
œb

R

œb

j
œb ™

œ
œ

œ#

#
# œ

œn ™

™ œ

œ

œ

œn

œœ

œn

#

™

™
™

œ

œ
œ
#

™
™

™

œ
œ

œ

#
™
™

™

œ

œ

b œ
œ
œ

œ#

œn

œ

œ

n

œœ

œ
œ œb ™ œ

œ

œœ

œœ

™
™

™
™

œ
œ

œ
œ

b ™
™

™
™

œ
œ

œ
œ

™
™

™
™

œb

œ

œb

b

œ
œ

œb

œ
œ

œ

# œ# ™ œ

œœn#

œ# ™
œ

œ

# œ

œ

œ
œ
#
#

œ
œ
n
n

œ

œ

œ#

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ#

œ

œ

# œ

œ
œ

œ

n
#

œ
œ#

œ

œ

œ

#
œ

œ

#

n

œ

œ
œ
b

œ

œ œ
‰™

œb

r
œ ™ œ

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œb

b

œ
œ ™
™

Œ

œ

œ

b

b

œ ™

œ

œb

b
œb ™

‰
œ ™

21



{

{

151

153

&

Notated flageoletts: Always vary type of overtones produced
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some ajustments concerning picthes 
is done during these following bars,
either in-between or as notated with
the marked circle with arrow
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"falling" into some previous material
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