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THE LAPSE OF TIME 
 

 
PART I: WATCH THE SEA AT WORK 
Watch the sea at work    
grinding down old rocks     
making fresh sediment   
    
Extremely slow 
 
The lapse of time  
the monuments around us 

 
Long lines of inland cliffs formed    
great valleys excavated     
by the slow action     
of the coastal waves    
 
The lapse of time  
the monuments around us 

 
From the first dawn of life  
all organic beings  
resemble each other  
in descending degrees  
classed in groups under groups 

 
For species have changed  
and are still slowly changing  
successive slight favourable variations  
a slowly changing drama 
One species given birth to other  

 
They all fall into one  
grand natural system 
 
The lapse of time  
the monuments around us 
 
PART II: STRUGGLE FOR LIFE 
Struggle for life 
Struggle for existence 
 
Innumerable beings  
on the face of this earth  
struggle with each other  
in the race for life 

 
Severe competition 
through the course  
of thousands of generations 

 
The lapse of time  
the monuments around us 

 
 
 

 
Every single organic being is 
striving to increase in numbers 
yet, all cannot do so  
for the world would not hold them 
 
Let the strongest live and the weakest die 
 
INTERLUDE 1: MISTLETOE 
Mistletoe struggles  
with other fruit-bearing plants  
to tempt birds  

 
As	
  the	
  mistletoe	
  is	
  disseminated	
  by	
  birds	
  	
  
its	
  existence	
  depends	
  on	
  birds	
  	
  
it	
  struggles	
  with	
  other	
  fruit-­‐bearing	
  plants	
  	
  
to	
  tempt	
  birds	
  	
  
	
  
Some	
  species	
  may	
  be	
  now	
  increasing	
  in	
  numbers	
  	
  
yet	
  all	
  cannot	
  do	
  so	
  
for	
  the	
  world	
  would	
  not	
  hold	
  them	
  
	
  
Even	
  slow-­‐breeding	
  man	
  
there	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  room	
  for	
  his	
  progeny	
  
 
PART III: CHANGE 
Evolve! Change! 
to beauty and infinite complexity 
Remarkable fact! 
beauty and infinite complexity  
 
The lapse of time 
the monuments around us 
 
Natural selection  
is daily and hourly scrutinising  
silently and insensibly working  
throughout the world 
 
We see nothing of these  
slow changes in progress  
until the hand of time has marked  
the long lapse of ages  
 
A grain in the balance  
determines  
which shall live  
and which shall die 
 
For those which do not change  
will become extinct 
 
 
 



	
  

PART IV: EXTINCTION   
Like the branching of a great tree  
from a single stem  
extinction 
widening the intervals  
extinction  
widening the gaps 
between species    

 
All living species  
connected  
with parent-species now extinct  
connected  
with more ancient species  
 
Inconceivably great number  
of intermediate and transitional links  
between living and extinct  
Such have lived upon this earth 
 
This wonderful relationship  
between the dead and the living 
 
INTERLUDE 2: BONES    
Bones! 
-in the wing of the bat 
-in the flipper of the seal 
-fin of a porpoise 
-in the fore leg of the horse 
-in the arm of the monkey 
-in the hand of a man 
inherited from a common progenitor 
 
Blind animals in caves: 
the eye is gone! 
Convert a swim bladder into a lung 
Remarkable fact! 
 
Natural selection is daily and hourly working 
throughout the world 
 
PART V: NATURA NON FACIT SALTUM 
(NATURE MAKES NO LEAP) 
During the vast periods of time  
before Silurian age and the present day  
the world swarmed with living creatures 

 
What an infinite number of generations  
which the mind cannot grasp 
must have succeeded each other 
in the long roll of years 
 
Slight successive favourable variations  
only by very short and slow steps  
a slowly changing drama 
 
”Natura non facit saltum”  
 
The lapse of time 
the monuments around us 

 
The mind cannot grasp  
a hundred million years  
it cannot perceive the effects  
of slight variations  
through an infinite number of generations 

 
For the lapse of time  
has been so great  
as to be utterly inappreciable  
by the human intellect 
 
Extremely slow 
The lapse of time 
the monuments around us 
 
EPILOGUE 
Look!	
  Watch!	
  Admire!	
  	
  
the	
  truly	
  wonderful	
  power	
  	
  
of	
  natural	
  selection	
  
around	
  us!	
  
	
  
Look!	
  Watch!	
  Admire!	
  
the	
  sea	
  at	
  work	
  
the	
  flipper	
  of	
  a	
  seal	
  
the	
  fin	
  of	
  a	
  porpoise	
  
the	
  mistletoe,	
  the	
  birds	
  	
  
the	
  remarkable	
  fact	
  
Around	
  us!	
  
	
  
All	
  species	
  cannot	
  increase	
  
for	
  the	
  world	
  would	
  not	
  hold	
  them	
  
even	
  man,	
  there	
  will	
  
not	
  be	
  room	
  for	
  his	
  progeny	
  
	
  
Look!	
  Watch!	
  
Admire	
  us!	
  
the	
  human	
  mind!	
  
the	
  intellect!	
  
	
  
Look!	
  Watch!	
  Admire!	
  
the	
  wonderful	
  struggle	
  for	
  life	
  
the hand of time 
the beauty and infinite complexity 
the	
  monuments	
  of	
  which	
  we	
  see	
  
around	
  us	
  
	
  
Around	
  us!	
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PERFORMANCE NOTES 

 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ELECTRONICS 
As the score indicates, a number of passages should be recorded live during the performance and then played 
back at specific places. An overhead microphone setup should be suitable. But one must make sure that the 
microphones pick up the very soft strings at the beginning of the work. The loudspeakers should not be visible. 
They should be hidden behind the audience, and not pointed directly at them. A preferable position could be on 
the gallery pointing against stonewalls (and placed a few meters from them). The playback is intended to sound 
quite blurred and reverbed and represent a memory of the past. When the recorded passage contains clear 
rhythm, delay effects may be used to disrupt that clarity. The musical notation in the electronics part is only for 
guidance, and the timing is approximate. 
 In a few passages the pianist is instructed to depress the sustain pedal without playing so the piano 
strings are set to vibration by other instruments. This effect might need to be amplified by close-up miking of the 
piano and played through the same hidden loudspeakers. 
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The	Lapse	of	Time

Charles	Darwin

adapted	by	B.M.	Christophersen

B.	Morten	Christophersen	(2013)
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f
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Charles	Darwin	

Adapted	by	B.M.	Christophersen

Part	II

Struggle	for	Existence

B.	Morten	Christophersen

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/
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>
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∑
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∑

(5) (6) (7) (8)

∑

(9) (10) (11) (12)

&

Knock on the piano Sustain pedal pressed down.

∑ ∑ ∑

?

°

∑

The ressonating piano strings may be amplified

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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