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Mechanics I.

The composition of Mechanics I, for solo marimba, coincided
with my listening to the music of Conlon Nancarrow.

The effect this had was to rekindle my interest in

layers of rhythms and tempi. I am interested in the

ability one has to be able to listen to several different
things at the same time, however, this interest poses
special problems when dealing with solo instruments.

The problems of polyphony have here to be dealt with by
indirect means, for example, by presenting layers adjacent

to each other rather than on top of each other.

Because of the marimba's obvious limitation of only
having maximum four mallets to play with gpd no opportunity
for any real sustain, this instrument Qﬁées a considerable

challenge to the composer's creat1vx§y and technlcal

é

‘;hlaygly interrupted as soon as they

ingenuity.

ggbrt mechanical processes

keeps the Ear alert.
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